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The three main points of conflict betwaeen the South Tirolese Volkspartei

- and the Italiane c¢a the autonomy questicn areo reported to be the polioce,
rights of residencs and franchise, and the name of the autonomous terris-
tory. i

/
i

I, The Police. i

1o The SVP claim t?nat the polics in the aubonomous territory should

be placed undsr the sutonomous suthorities is opposed by the Italians. ?
2. The SYP argumsnts may be summarizsd ss follows: >
P
(a) The “aris Agreement guaranteed to the South Tirolese <
suboiomous Idgislative and executive powsr. BSince .
the nolice is the most importent organ of this exscu- i
tive power, autonomy would be a fares if the South P
Tirciess had to rely on the goodwlll of the Itslian
police (over which they have no control) for the en= '
forecment of their legisletive and administrative v
WOKSULOS o ‘ /%
(v) Ninetiy per ocent of the present Italian police in @

South Tirel do not even upeak German, and have no
wderstanding of the locul population. This under=
niluer confidence in the police and go hinders the
previntion of crime,

(¢) The Ftalian police have fay move oxtensive powers '
than in most other countries. During the Fascict
pericd, and s till today, the Itelian police abuss
these farereaching powers to suppress the Tirolsse
politicallys Under the cloak of these powers they
inte:fere in matters which in mo way concern them,
and the locel chief of polios has become the most
powsrful, and feared, official in every villageo
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In the opinion of the SVE the creation of an auto-
nomous police, as a security and not a political
organ, is vital to the autonomy, and to the equal-
ity of rights and freodom of the South Tirolese.
Furthermore, the ropulation would have confidence
in its own autonomous police, which would lead to
8 corgiderable improvemont of local security condi~
tionse

To mke certain that the autonomous police would

not ruppress the Itelians, the SVP are prepared to
vest police powers in the joint Diets of South Tirol
end Trentino, in which the Italians have the majority.

{4) An avtonomy without an sutonomous police force is
nothing more then one under the supervision of the
Questor, or Chief of Carabinieri, and therofore the
opposite of a free self-administration.

-{e) Unloce the population's present fear of the police

is removed, the Questor will in practice be more
poverful than the autonomous government.

II. Righte of Residence and Franchise

3« It has always beon one of the main concerns of the SVP to prevent
the slow "Italienization" of their Frovince by means of a steady
influx of Italians from Italy proper and .” assumption of all key
positions in the local administration by Italians. I this "Ita~
lianisaticn" continues, the Italians will in time pain the majority
in the Procvince and the autonomy will becore wvalueless.

4o Tho SVP censequently is demanding thet rights of residence and frane
chise be effectively restricted and the Italians are offering stiff
resistance. For the first elections in particular, the SVP proposes
that only oatives and residents of South Tirol or persons who have
lived there for at least ten yoars be entitled to votes This is
even more important to them since, by the time the firet electians
are held it is unlikely that the position of the optants will hove
been clarified and consequently many thousands of South Tirolese
may be unsble to vote.

8, 1In support of thelr case the SVP points to the franchise provisions
in the Asland Islands stetuts.

IIT. The Neme of the Autonomous Repion.

6. Naturelly the SVP ls extremely anxiocus that they be sllowed the nams
of "Tirol" in some forme The Italians insist that the name of "Alte
Adige", fereed on the South Tirolese by the Fascists, be retained,

7. The SVP arzues thot it is the most primitive right of svery people
40 retain the traditional name under which they have lived for cen=
turies. Only once since the thirtecnth century has t he Province been
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nown by any other neme than South Tirol, and then only for

a fow yoars when llapoleon divided the Irovince and christened
the southein part (by no means the South Tirol of today) "Alto
Adipge". The Italian assertion that the name Alto Adige is hise
torically founded is therefore, utterly false,

8a For the preat rajority of the South Tirolese the Paris Agreoment
will lose &1l meaning if they are denied the right to use their
namo. The SVP asks what member of the Allied Delegations in Peris
reforred to the problem by any other name than that of South Tigpol?

9o then the Yteliens arpue that the name South Tirol drews attention
to the Province?s historieosl ties with Horth and Yast Tirol, and
therefore :trikes an "irridentist note" ,the SVP replies that a
possible irridentism will not be avoided by foreefully suppressing
a traditiorel name. DMoreover, the SVP is prepared to drop the
"South" an¢. accept "Tirol"™ alone or "Tirolo cisalpino®s

10, The SVP elco dicmlsses the Itelian sugrestion that Alto Adipge be
the officicl name, end that the South Tirolese should be free to
use the nane of Tirol unofficially. They comsider this en absurd
quibble, celculated to give rise to suspicions that one day the
Itelians, like the Fasciasts, will ban the name.

11, The SVP further stresses the goodwill, from an sconomic point of
view, attached to the name of South Tirol. The Provinece's procucts,
especially its wine and fruit, are renowned. Nobody speake of them
a8 emanatirg from Alto Adige, despite the twenty years ban of the
name of South Tirol. TFurthermore, the thousands of tourists who
come to tho Provinee, visit South Tirol and not Alto Adige.

12, If the Italians insist that the name of South Tirol be discarded,
despite the poodwlll atiached to it, this is proof that they are
ingpired by purely politieal motives.
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